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To the Editor of the Universalist Magazine, 

Ruv. Sirn,—The following copy of a letter addressed 
to the Rev. C. G. Sommers, of Troy, N.Y. is sub- 
mitted to your inspection Should your careful inspec- 
tion result in a couviction that the few arguments which 
it contains would subserve the interests of truth, you 
are at liberty to give it publicity. 

Your’s very respectfully, D. P. 
Hupson, Nov. 19, 1819. 

Rev. Sin,—The importance of the subject 
which induces me to address you by letter, 
would, without any other consideration, be a 
sufficient apology for approaching the sanctuary 
of domestic retirement. A subject which ought 
‘o engage the serious attention, and excite the 
impartial inquiry of every class of the intelli- 
gent family of God here below; being that of 
our future,endless destination. But another reasou 
may be offered why | address yon at this time, 
‘founded upon your declaration, and that pub- 
‘icly, as | have been credibly informed, that you 
could silence me in twenty-five minutes. Your 
meaning, doubtless was, that you could refute. 
by argument. the doctrine which I believe and 
preach, in that short space. I will not charge 
you with a want of christian modesty, although 
i seriously question the prudence of such ex- 
pressions ; and as seriously question your abili- 
ty to make good your assertion By such a 
statement, you convince me that you are very 
little acquainted with the doctrine, or the evi- 
dences by which it is supported. For had you 
been acquainted with these, you would not have 
been likely to hazard such assertions. At any 
rate, [think you will feel under some obligations 
to make an effort at disproving the doctrine of 
God’s universal grace and equal mercy, after ex- 
pressing yourself with so much confidence.— 
Doubtless you expect to be more successful than 
you was last Spring, when you made a similar 
attempt, without realizing your anticipations, 
either of “convincing, or refuting” me. By 
limiting yourself to fwenty-five minutes for the 
intended refutation, you give me to understand 
that you do not expect to meet with any argu- 
ments from me. But since | think of proposing 
something like argument, founded upon the per- 
fections of the Deity; the finite nature of sin; 
‘the universally benevolent design of the death 
of Christ; together with some divine testimony 
by way of promise, I shall not insist on the 
limits you have prescribed, but will indulge you 
in as much time as you feel disposed to devote 
to such an important discussion. 
however, that you will enter upon the work 


immediately, and favour me with an early spe-|God requires. 
cimen of your skill in refuting whatever may/be able to reconcile with strict and impar 
|justice the act of bringing millions of beings 
I have thought, as | had not the pleasure of from the peaceful shades of nonentily, into an 
seeing you when you last visited this city, andas | existence w hich, according to the doctrine you 
you expressed yourself with such unreserved | advocate, 
confidence of success in disproving the doctrine |istence ? 
of wnivesal reconciliation and happiness, that| will be well to re 


oppose your sentiments. 


perhaps a correspondence on the «all-important 


’ . > ° ° ‘ ae - > ay ‘ > We 
subject of man’s final destiny, would be the most} supreme Being is no less favourable to the doc 





I shall expect, | 
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equitable method of discussion, and afford you, 
as well as myself, ample time for reflection.— 
A hope is fondly entertained that candour, and 
christian charity may govern our feelings in our 
researches after the truth, which | trust will be 
the laudable object of our pursuit. 

I shall commence with a brief statement of 
the divine character, in which all christians a- 
gree. God is iufinite in all his perfections ; 
namely, in wisdom, justice, power, love, mercy, 
knowledge, and truth. The infinitude of these 
perfections is an eternal barrier against the pos- 
sibility of change. Infinite wisdom could not de- 
vise an imperfect plan, a plan that did not em- 
brace the whole existence of the creature map. 
Neither can any part of this plan fail of ac¢éomp- 
lishment,because infinite power is employed in 
itsexecution. This plan is impartial,being the 
production of that perfect wisdom of God, which 
the apostle informs us is “ without partiality,” 
James iil. 17. Hence it follows that if the plan 
of perfect wisdom, embraces the salvation of 
ONE, If must equally embrace the salvation of 
ALL men; Otherwise partiality would be indeli- 
bly stamped upon the very face of it. It will 
be wholly foreign to pretend that the final state 
of the creature is suspended upon any conditions 
to be performed by him, since an apostle hath 
declared, **God hath saved us, and called us 
with an holy calling, not according to our works, 
but according to bis own purpose and grace, 
which was given us in Christ Jesus before the 
world began.” Wisdom’s plan is also just; for 
“justice and judgment are the habitation of 
God’s throne.” . The justice of God requires of 
us to Jove our exemtes, and to pray for them.— 
Now if God had no intentions of mercy towards 
sinners, would he require us thus to love, and 
pray? The justice of God requires of us to do 
as we would be done by: It forbids cruelty, and 
especially unmercifnl torture! And can this di- 
vine attribute inflict the very same torture which 
it forbids ? 

Again Jesus Christ came into the world to 
save sinners; but if justice required their end- 


less condemnation, then it must be obvious to; 
the smallest intellectual capacity, that the mis- 
The truth ap-! 
pears to be simply this: Justice requires of all’ 


sion of the Saviour was unjust ! 


men to love God, and their fellow beings: and 
will never be satisfied with any thing short of 
that holy exercise. 
the holiness, it also requires the happiness of 
the whole human race; for holiness and happi- 
ness are not to be separated. The mission of 
Christ was to save men from sin, instate them th 
holiness, and bestow on them the blessings of 
his kingdom. 


How will you. or any one else, 
impartial 


inust be infinitely worse than non-ex- 
While you reflect on this question, it 
member that justice differs 


widely from implacable cruelty. ‘The love of the 





In as much as it requires’ 


In doing this important work, he | 


will execute what the justice of an impartial | : : 
ibecause we thus judge, that if one died for all, 
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trine of universal happiness, than his wisdom 
atid justice. This divine principle being inii- 
nite, embraces every creature which the inde- 
pendent volition of Jehovah hath produced.— 
Sin never prevented the exercise of this love 
to man, but rendered the manifestation of it 
more glorious, and honorable to the divine ma- 
jesty. It is the natare of love to seek the hap- 
piness of its object. A worthy Father, seeks to 
promote the happiness of his children because 
he loves them, Love can never delight in the 
misery of its object; neither would it inflict suf- 
fering, were it not for the purpose of bringing 
about some good that would be more than a 
counterbalance for the temporary affiiction en- 
dured. God, therefore, who loves all the works 
of his hands, can never cease to love, and do 
them good, neither in time, nor in eternity.— 
Of mercy, I only need to remark in the language 
of the Psalmist; ** The Lord is good to all; and 
his tender mercies are over all his works.” 
Whatever changes the creature may pass thro’ 
will never iessen the mercy of God, nor change 
its design. How the Deity can exercise his fen- 
der mercy, which is infinite, unchangeable and e- 
ternal, towards a being on whom he is inflicting 
indescribable torture, without any view to his a- 
mendment or relief, either in this, or the future 
state of existence, 1 leaye you to reconcile and 
explain. 

Dear Sir, in order to reconcile the doctrine 
of endless punishment with the justice of God, 
it will be necessary to prove that, sin is an infi- 
nite evil; or that it will exist to endless eterni- 
ty. 1 will here briefly state, what 1 am ready 
to defend, namely, that sin is finite—that it has 
its origen in this world—that it is limited in all 
its consequences— and that it will be destroyed, 
or come to anend. Whenever you feel dispos- 
ed to make an effort at proving the infinitude of 
sin, or the positive eternity of its existence, I 
hold myself in readiness to reply, as also to sup- 
port the above positions. 

I will now notice the universally benevolent 
design of the death of Christ; who, as the apos- 
tle informs us, ** hath once appeared in the end 
of the world, to put away sin by the sacrifice of 
himself.” Sin is tere mentioned in the aggre- 
gate ; and we are told that the design of Christ's 
mission, was to put it away by the sacrifice of 
himself. To say that Christ will fail in the ex- 
ecution of his mission, is to relinquish the hope 
of salvation by a Redeemer! To acknowledge 
that he will exeeute his mission, is granting all 
for which I contend; for sin being put away, or 
destroyed, the creature is no longer under its 
dominion. That Christ died for att men, is 
clear from the following scriptures; 2 Cor. v. 
14,15, “The love of Christ constraineth us, 


then were all dead: And that be died for ali, 
that they which live should not henceforth tive 
unto themselves, but unto him which died for 
them and rose again.”—1 ‘Tim. ii. 6,5* Who gave 
himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due 
time.”—Heb. ii. 9, “But we see Jesus, whe 
was made a little lower than the angels for the 
suffering of death, crowned with glory and hon- 
our; that he by the grace of God should taste 
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death for every man.”’—1 John ii, 2, * And he is the|sions? Another class equally, or more numerous than 
propitiation for our sins ; and not for ours only, but al-{ the former, believe that all who do not leave this world 
ina state of perfection, having repented of all their 


$0 om the sins of the whole world.” 
They also believe that 


‘The limits of my paper admonish me to omit quoting | sins, Will be eternally damned ! ; 
all the promises whic hI intended to lay before you; they are liable every moment to fall from this state of 
bunt should a correspondence ensue, it will doubtless | perfection, and that salvation i is secured fornone, Can 
zive place for them. ‘Two must suffice for this letter. such behold death with joy; when it may Jead to never 
Acts iii. 25, “ Ye are the children of the prophets, and | ending torments? These two classes compose nearly 
t the covenant which God made with our fathers, say- }all the christian world. And are there none that can 
img unto Abraham, And in thy seed shall all the kin-| behold death as a friend and a deliverer? Yes, there 
dreds of the earth be blessed.” —Isaiah xxxv. 10, “¢And}are a few, who having been taught by the spirit of their 
the ransomed of the Lord shall return apd come to Zi- | Saviour and his divine revelation, that He is the Saviour 
on with songs, and everlasting joy upon their heads; of ALL MEN, and that all shall finally be received into 
they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sigh- glory, can triumphantly exclaim with the apostle, O 
ing shall flee away.” death where ts thy sting? O grave where is thy victo- 

Rey. Sir, a sense of duty, as one that is commanded|ry? To them he is not the king of terrors, but appears 
like a smiling cherub sent from heaven to emancipate 


~ 


to *“*contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to 
the saints, and a wish to reciprocate the blessing of| them from bondage. 
‘rath for our mutual advancement, has governed my| ‘There cannot, methinks, be a more heavenly or de- 





feelings in thus addressing you. A desire is entertaiu- lightful employment, for the mind of the christian who 
ed that no expressions in this letter may be construed thus views death, than to reflect on the glories of that 
into a want of that charity which never faileth. Ac-| heavenly state to which it will introduce him. He here 
cept, dear sir, my good wishes for your weliare, and | feels himself confined, as it were, to a dark and con-, 
for your growth in grace, and in the knowledge of the} tracted prison; the faculties of his soul being circuin- | 
heavenly kingdom ; while I subscribe myself your friend | scribed by time and space cannot revel in the feasts ef 
and fellow servant in the gospel of Christ. intellectual enjoyment. The imperfections and infirm- 
DAVID PICKERING, ities of our nature are so great,that they oppress the soul | 

Rev. CHARLES G. SoMMERs. and prevent its noble faculties from expanding and im- 
proving. The soul is in its nature eternal, and is pos- | 
sessed of some very noble faculties, which while it is’ 
confined to the body cannot be fully developed. Some! 
FOR THE MAGAzINE, |} Of its highest and most pleasing employments are to con- | 

ws template the works of creation, the nature of its author, | 


REFLECTIONS ON DEATH. 


‘¢ © happy day, when | shall escape from this crowd, the causes already stated, it cannot but in a very im- 
this heap of pollution, and be admitted to that divine | perfect and unsatisfactory manner, indulge itself in 
assembly of exalted spirits! When I shall go not only | these divine employments. 
to those great persons I have named,but to my Cato,my has discovered much of the nature of this earth, and! 


| 
P.S. An answer from you shall receive early attention. 





2 See Saee © Seer GMD Rover lived, and where many of the laws by which it is governed, but when | and de 


funeral rites | myself performed, whereas he ought rath- 
er to have attended tog Yet has not his aol desert-| Compared with'the magnitude of the earth, and the mi- 


ed me, but seeming to cast back a look on me, is gone | nuteness of its parts, it is nothing. Even philosophers, 
before to those habitations, to which he was sensible || on some of the plainest and most simple works of na- 
“nould follow him. And though I might appear to have | ture are in profound ignorance, so that the knowledge 
beets my Sees WHh courage, I Was not naffected by it, here required, may be said to be little more than vani- 
but I comforted myself in the assurance that it would > : : J 
not be long before we should meet again, and be di-|t¥: That great philosopher, Bacon, was led by the 
yorced no more.”’ Z greatness of his mind, to mark out a road to universal 
knowledge ; but he forgot how greatly the powers of 
the human soul, are confined and contracted, and the 
impossibility of acquiring universal knowledge. The 
truth is, the Deity never intended, that man should 
here acquire more knowledge than is necessary, either 
or his comfort or for the employment of his mind. 
This assertion could easily be proved by unanswerable 
but it would lead me from my desigr in this 


The above energetic and feeling apostrophe, Tuy, 
in his essay upon old age, puts in the mouth of Cato. 
If a heathen, whose mind was unenlightened by the di- 
vine rays of revelation, and who knew nothing of a fu- 
ture state but what nature and philosophy taught him, 
could exclaim when speaking of the day of his death, 
O happy day ! what exquisite feclings must rise in a| 
christian’s soul when he reflects on the prospects of | arguments, 
death. The christian who knows that deuth is the gate | qnny now to attempt it. 
to endless joy, can indeed exclaim, happy day! for it} The mind cau easily discover the narrowness of its 
will be a day of glorious and heavenly emancipation, | views and the limitstion of its powers, by contemplat- 
It is, however, a lamentable fact, that the number of |ing any thing that Is great or wonderful, Let a man, 
those who know that death is the gate to cndless joy, | for instance, t take a view of the sparkling firmament in 
is indeed, small. Death, therefore, is an object of fear- |? clear night, when the lamps of heaven are shining with 


iul apprehension to the generality of maukind. That, their full brilliancy, let him give the reigns to bis im- 


. . . ° —_—. ' Sh- 
those who do not believe in the christian religion, ane | jagination, « and he will find himself lost in the unmensi 
savenly bodies. If he even con- 


such as are constantly engaged in the vices of the world, wha , 
should be afraid to die, will be supprising (o none; but| fines his mind to ths solar system, he will find that its 
that the great part of those, who call themselves chris- | greatness far exceeds the utmost bounds of his imagina- 
fians should be as much afraid of death, as the deprav- | tion. If then he cannot conceive of the greatness of 
ed part of mankind, must be astonishing to those, who | that system, of which it has been observed by an ele- 
know not the causes of it. gant writer, that if it were annihilated, it would not be 
‘The great cause of this lamentable fact is, I conceive, | missed from the system of the universe more than a 
ignorance of the true character of rt tg and his | grain of sund would, taken from the sea shore, how is 
plans as regards the human race. One very large class | }¢ possible that he can have any conception of the great- 
of christians, has been taught to view their Maker and | jness of the universe? 
their Saviour, as a Being awfully terrible. That death| If it be impossible for the mind to comprehend the 
to the great part of mankind, is the gate to never ceas- | universe, it surely must be infinitely more so to have 
iny misery, and that it is the entrance to joy and glory | the least idea of the greatness ol its author, True it is, 











and to worship Him in spirit and in truth; but weal 


It is true, that | and death 2” 


ing to the picture. 





to a very few, whose number and names are unknown. that He has revealed himself in revelation, and taught 
“-S . ‘ ° ° | ope 

How is it possible that those who believe this doctrine, | us the nature of his attribates which are mae ‘ly con-) é 

can view death, but with the most terrifick epprehen-| solatory, but we can no more conceire of their great. it 
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ness or extent, than we can create a world. Milton, 
in the following extract, sets forth in the most beauti- 
ful and sublime manner, the greatness of Jehovah, and 
the impossibility of our comprehending that greatness. 


*“ These are thy glorious works, Parent of good, 
Almighty, thine this universal frame, 

‘Thus wond’rous fair; thyself how wond?rous then ! 
Unspeakable, who sittest above these heavens 

‘lo us invisible, or dimly seen 

In these thy lowest works, yet these declare 

Thy goodness beyond thought, and power divine, 
Speak, ye who best can tell, ye sons of light, 
Angels; for ye behold him and with songs 

And choral symphonies, day without night, 
Circle his throne rejoicing, ye in heaven, 

On earth join all ye creatures to extol, 

Him first, him last, Lim midst, and without end. 
Fairest of stars, last in the train of night, 

If better thou belong not to the dawn, 

Sure pledge of day, that crown’st the smiling morn 
With thy bright circlet, praise him in thy sphere, 
While day arises, that sweet hour of prime.” 


It is when contemplating the greatness of his Maker, 


- that man emphatically feels his ow@ littleness—'tis then 


he feels be is but a worm of the earth, and ‘exclaims 
with David, ** What is man that thou art mindful of 
him.”? 

The next and Jast duty of the soul which I have men- 
| tioned, is the w orship of Jehovah. This is a duty which 
|is more useful and productive of greater Lappiness to 
the soul, than either of the former. 
,of the most exquisite bliss, the highest and the best 
that man can enjoy. But in this state of being, in con- 
sequence of the infirmity and deceitfulness of our hearts 
and the many temptations and vices with which we are 
beset, we cannot perform this delightful duty as we 

ught. The apostle Paul felt these evils very forcibly 
iw “ee they caused him to exclaim, *‘O wretched man 
| that I am, who shall deliver me from this body of sin 
These considerations must, undoubted- 
| ly, tend to wean us from an undue attachment to life, 
prive death of its severest sting—especially when 
we consider, that when the soul is disenthralled from 
this body of sin and corruption, that it will be made 
perfect and ‘ fashioned like the glorious body of Christ.’ 
It will no doubt be capable of enjoying in perfection 
all its noble powers, which are now so imperfect.— 
Would it know the great and secret laws of the uni- 
verse? Its habitation is in the regions of light and 
knowledge, and being uncircumseribed by time and 
space, it can range through the boundless regions of the 
universe, and discover the wonderful laws, by which 
the Creator governs his works. What a source of grat- 
ification! It will be able to obtain perfect knowledge, 
and that too without the pain and perplexity which the 
mind experiences here. Would it contemplate the na- 
ture of the Creator? It will always dwell in his pres- 
ence, and although no created being can fathom the 


It is indeed a source 


infinity of his nature, yet it will be able to behold his 
greatness and goodness displayed in his divine works. 
And would it worship its Creator? It will be its un- 
ceasing employment. It will indeed be able to worship 
Him in spirit and in truth. This will be its highest and 
most glorious employment, and will be endless and un- 
ceasing. 

On this subject, } forcibly realize what I have said re- 
specting the weakness of our powers in this state of be- 
ing. I have attempted to describe the employment of 
the soul in heaven; but how have I succeeded? [ 
have not been able to give even the most faint colour- 
There bave been those, the great- 
ness of whose powers have enabled them to draw ele- 
gant and consolatory descriptions of a future state, but 
the most beautiful and correct, fail far short of the sub- 
lime and simple descriptions in revelation ; and even 
these give but a fuint description, for they ure drawn to 
suit our capacities which cannot take in the fulness of 
the glories of the heavenly state. 

Caro exulied that he should be admitted into the 
assembly of those great men who had distinguished 


themse!ves ott carth, and also. that be should uncet Las 




















son, whom he tenderly loved, and who had gone before 
him, If this were a cause of joy and exultation, how 
much greater cause to rejoice has the christian, who 
anticipates meeting in the regions of bliss all who were 
dear to hin on earth, and with them and all the heav- 
enly hosts, surround the throne of our blessed Redeem- 
er hymning his praises. 

‘These considerations not only tend to make us view 
death as a friend, but they cause us to resign ourselves 
to the will of our heavenly Father and afford us even 
here the most heartfelt joy. To our great Redeemer, 
to whom we are indebted for all these blessings, be as- 
‘ribed all the glory and praise. RELLY. 

New York, April 1820. 
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TO THE REV. CLERGY, 


WHO HOLD FORTH TO THE PEOPLE THAT THE FATHER 
OF OUR SPIRITS DESIGNS THE ENDLESS TORMENT 
OF A LARGE PORTION OF THE HUMAN FAMILY. 


No. VIII. 


Rev. Srrs,—! wish to pursue the inquiry still fur- 
ther respecting the aid and assistance which your doc- 
trine of endless misery is capable of rendering the cause 
of true religion, morality and virtue. In my last num- 
ber | commenced this inquiry by calling your attention 
to the consideration of those peculiar laws and powers 
by which the human heart, affections, hopes and fears 
are controlled. In this number I wish to take more 
special notice of the subject of inquiry as it relates to 
those laws and powers than I did in my last. You are 
acquainted with the government of children ; I will ask 
you therefore whether you have ever known that the 
administration of absolute cruelty on children had any 
tendency to make them love and obey those who exer- 
cised this cruelty? Or whether it naturally tends to 
render them kind and tender hearted? Is it not a fact, 
which exists in the very nature of man, that cruelty 
tends to beget cruelty, rashness to beget rashness, an- 
ger to beget anger, severity to beget severity? while 
on the other hand, love, mercy, compassion, tender- 
ness and kindness are fruitful in producing their own 
celestial virtues, and drawing their divine images in the 
heart? Do you not know that the tempers and dispo- 
sitions of children are rendered morose and sour by un- 
gentle and cruel treatment? Have you never observ- 
ed that children of il} natured, abusive and cruel par- 
ents are apt to treat each other in the same unfriendly 
manner in which their merciless parents have treated 
them; while on the contrary, children who have lived 
in the peaceful, mild sun shine of parental tenderness, 
having imbibed the same suavity of temper by which 
the conduet of their merciful parents towards them was 
characterised, are disposed to treat each other in a most 
tender, affectionate manner? Now if you know all 
this, why does it never come into your minds, that by 
holding up a God of infinite cruelty and wrath, and by 
perpetually thundering in the ears of your hearers the 
dreadful torments, the unmercifu] tortures which our 
heavenly Father, according to your doctrine, is dispos- 
ed to administer to his rational offspring, you are there- 
by hardening the hearts which are already too hard, 
and rendering even perverse dispositions more crue]? 
I greatly marvel, Rey. Sirs, that your familiar acquain- 
tance with the history of the cruel persecutions which 
have stigmatized many ages of the church,should never 
have suggested to your minds, that the doctrine of the 
unmerciful cruelty of God lay at the bottom of all these 
wicked persecutions. If no such doctrine had been be- 
lieved in the church which holds that our heavenly 
Father is of an unmerciful, implacable disposition, who 
would ever have found reasons whereby to justify the 
shameful buraing of men and women at the stake for 
non-conformity ? 

if Jehn Calvin had not believed in an unmerciful 


wrath in God, f caunot believe that he could ever have | 
' 





UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


overcome the native humanity of his soul so much as | 
to procure the tragical scene of the burning of Dr. Ser- | 
vetus, merely because he could not subscribe to his te- 

nets of religion, But Rev. Sirs, if eternal justice be 

that monster of cruelty which you represent it to be, | 
aiming at the everlasting torment of millions of the hu- | 
man family, all the cruel persecutions of which history | 
gives us any account are no more than a faint resem- | 
blance of this unmerciful justice. And if the clergy in | 
former ages believed as you do, it appears to me that | 
all their cruelty to those whom they called heretics was 

perfectly consistent with their belief; nor can I believe 

that such doctrine would be less cruel in the present 

day if it had a civil arm, and wielded the power by 

which its ferocity was gratified in the times of perse- 

cution. 

Finally, Rev. Sirs, what advice will you give me? I 
have told you that I have a Jarge family of children to 
bring up, I wish to imprint on their minds the very im- 
age of our Father in heaven. I wish to imitate him in 
my conduct to them, and my desire is that the example 
may have due effect on them, and that they may con- 
tract the same habits. Now I ask you whether you 
believe that I can assist their morality and virtue, and 
render them truely pious by causing them to believe 
that our heavenly Father is of such a disposition as to 
determine to make a large portion of the human family 
eternally miserable ? You are called on to show, if you 
can, how such doctrine can assist in making children 
good and virtuous. A PARENT. 
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A WORD TO OUR OPPOSERS. 


As many pious people frequently express their fears 
that the doctrine of universal, impartial goodness will 
lead its believers into a sinful course of life, we would 
humbly ask them, whether they do not find that in or- 
der to live and conduct as they ought, they are under 
the necessity of acting on the same principle of univer- 
sal, impartial goodness which they fear will so much 
harm those who believe in it? In the circle of his fam- 
ily, isnot every good man a universalist? Suppose 
the rest of the world is out of the question entirely ; is 
not every good husband and father a universalist in his 
family? Is he not impartially good to all his offspring? 
This cannot be denied. Is he afraid that his children 
will think and really believe that he is equally kind 
and provident towards them all? Is he exercised with 
fear that such a belief would corrupt their youthful 
hearts and be the means ef rendering them undutiful ? 

If in his family, every good man is a universalist, let 
us ask, in what relation a man can be justified in act- 
ing on a different system ? 


pe 


IN REPLY 
Toa friendly request for seme exposition of i Peter v. 8, 
we offer the following. 

See the passage; ** Be sober, be vigilant ; because 
your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh a- 
bout, seeking whem he may devour.” 

Ir is not very likely that the apostle had allusion to 
an invisible, spiritual, personal devil, such as many now 
believe im, for no simile could be much more unlike 
such an adversary, than the lion. ‘The lion is open 
and bold, and relies on the greatness of his strength. 
This was the character of the deadly adversary of the 
church of Christ in the days of the apostles. This ad- 
versary was the secular authority, which with great 
strength and boldness persecuted the saints. The 9th 
verse seems to favor this coustruction, ‘** Whom resist 
stedfast in the faith ; knowing that the same afflictions 
are accomplished in your brethren that are in the 
world.” ‘These afflictions no doubt were the persecu- 
tions which the disciples of Christ endured under the 
weighty arm of (he secular anthority, which fora tine 
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was openly and determinedly opposed to christianity. 
These persecutions, the apostles advised his brethren 
to resist stedfast in the faith; that is, not to yield the 
docirine of Christ for fear of having to suffer for his 
name. And to encourage them to their duty, be re- 
minds them that their brethren elsewhere were pr- 
tiently suffering the like persecutions, 

EEE 

INQUIRY, 

Arrer thanking our correspondent ** PrinstnEey,”’ 
for some explanations which appeared in our last, we 
must still beg his indulgence while we request him to 
be more explicit on one particular. If we rightly un- 
derstand him when he says; ‘1 believe that those who 
conform to the precepts and example of the Messiah, 
as far as human nature is capable ef doing, will be as 
happy as haman nature is capable of being; and in 
proportion as any come short of this, their happiness is 
forever diminished, that is, less perfect than it would 
have been, bad they been more virtuous and pious,” 
his argument necessarily embraces the idea that all 
mankind, who have committed any sin in this world 
will be forever less happy therefor, and in proportion 
to the sins which they have committed. If this doc- 
trine be acknowledged it appears to us to embrace the 
dreadful doctrine of the endless condemnation of all 
who have sinned and come short of the glory of God. 
How then is it true in any sense whatever, that where 
sin abounded grace did much more abound? Or how 
shall we understand the divine testimony by the proph- 
et, who says; ‘*I will be merciful to their unrighteous- 
ness, and their sins and iniquities will 1 remember no 
more’? We would thank our worthy friend ‘* Priest- 
ley”? to correct us, if we do not rightly understand him; 
but we feel a strong desire to do away the notion of 
an unforgiving spirit either in God or in ourselves. 

St. Paul was a very great sinner, and for some time 
as unconformed to the precepts and example of the 
Messiah as any man, who ever lived. Now we wish to 
know whether he will be forever as miserable as he was 
But here is a difficulty ; he was afterward 
as much conformed, perhaps,.as any man who ever liv- 
ed; will he forever enjoy a corresponding degree of fe- 
licity ? How can he be forever as miserable as he was 
unconformed to the Messiah before his conversion, and 
forever as happy as he was conformed afterward ? 

How can this doctrine be reconciled with the enjoy- 
ments of our children ? 
time, is there no way whereby they may afterward be- 
come obedient, and as happy in the enjoyment of their 
parents as they would have been if they had never dis- 
obeyed ? Was the reformed prodigal less happy than 
before he left his father’s house ? 
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MARRIED, 

In this town, Capt. Samuel N. Fuller, to Mrs. Lydia 
W. Wise. —Mr. Joba Hill to Miss Harriet Buliaed. 

By the Rev. Mr. Dean, Mr. Gree» Shepard to Miss 
Eliza P. Pearson.—Mr. George B. Forest to Miss Han- 
Pah: Eoit. 

By the Rev. Mr. Lowell, John. Gray, Esq. to Miss 
Elizabeth P. Gardner, daughter of 8S. P. Gardner, Esq. 

By the Rev. Mr. Channing, ‘Phomas G, Cary, Es¢. 
to Miss Mary Ann C, Perkins, daughter of the Hon, T. 
H. Perkins. 

sy the Rev. Dr. Baldwiny Mr. Charles Cunningham 
to Miss Lucy Sutton. 

By the Kev. Mr. Hoyt, Mr. Andrew Gunnison to 
Miss Sarah Ann Blake. 

At the Roman Catholic Church, by the Rev. Bishop 
Cheverus, Mr. Matthew Cottreli, mer. of Nobleborough, 
(Me.) to Mrs. Mary Borns. 


DIED, 
In this town, Mrs. Mary, wife of Benjamin Porter, 


beck, 26.—Mrs. Elizabeth Gates, wife of Annas Gates, 
41.—Mr. Phillip R. Ridgway, 43. Miss Mary True- 
man, 18.—Mrs. Luey Winship, 894. Mrs. Mary Welsh 
59.—Caroline Rhoda, 24 daughter of the lute DrvJohns 














Hnegerford, of N. York.--Mes.. Masry, wile of George 


L.tnrcoh. 25. 
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aged 36.—Widow Mary Stetson, 6.—Mr. Nenry Bure- 
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SELECTED FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


A HYMN, 


Composed by the Rev. Erwanan Wrncuester, and 
sung by him in his last moments. 


FAREWELL, dear friends, in Christ below, 
I bid you all a short adieu ; 

My time is come, I long to go, 
I trust, I soon my Lord shall view. 


I thank you for your kindness shown, 
My Jesus will reward you all ; 
I leave you with the Lord alone, 
Till be from earth, your souls shall call. 


Farewell, dear neighbours, brethren, friends, 
I hope we soon, shall meet with joy ; 

My heavenly Father for me sends, 
I go where nothing can annoy. 


Adieu, to you my enemies, 

You that have sought to do me harm, 
By slander, envy, rage, and lies ; 

But God upheld me with his arm. 


1 wish you all eternal life, 
1 owe you not the least ill-will; 

My soul is free from wrath and strife, 
Though me, you hate, I love you still. 


Adieu, thou sun, ye stars and moon, 
No longer shall I need your light ; 

My God’s my sun, He makes my noon, 
My day shall never change to night. 


Adieu, to all thing here below, 

Vain world, | leave thy fleeting toys ; 
Adieu, to sin, fear, pain and woe, 

And welcome bright eternal joys. 


[emptations, troubles, gricfs, adieu, 
Sorrows bedew my face no more } 
i go to pleasures ever new, 
Where toils, and strifes, and wars are o’er. 


Now I have done with earthly things, 
And all to come is boundiess bliss ; 

My eager spirit spreads her wings, 
Jesus says come.—l answer yes. 


Weep not, dear friends, I tell you all, 
1 zo to dwell with Christ on high, 

{ hear my blessed Saviour’s call, 
And trusting in his promise, die. 


Father, | come to Thee above, 
All things below, I leave behind ; 
lhe fountain of eternal love, 
Is open’d to my joyful mind. 
Eternity ! transporting sound! 
While God exists my heaven remains, 
Fulness of joy, that knows no bounds, 
Shall make wy soul forget her pains. 


ps 


4 traveller, who slept at a Rev. friend's house, left ihe 
following Lines in his room. 


O THOU dread Pow’r, who reign’st above! 
1 know thou wilt me hear ; 

When for this scene of peace and love, 
I make my prayer sincere. 


The hoary Sire—the mortal stroke, 
Long, long, be pleased to spare ; 
To bless his little filial flock, 
And show what good men ure. 


She, who her lovely off-pring eyes 
With tender hopes and fears, 

O bless her with a mother’s joys, 
But spare a mother’s tears. 
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Their hope, their stay, their darling youth, 
In manhood’s dawning blush ; 

Bless him, thou God of love and truth, 
Up to a parent’s wish. 


The beauteous, seraph sister-band, 
With earnest tears IT pray, 

Thou know’st the snares on ev'ry band, 
Guide thou their steps alway. 


When soon or late they reach that coast, 
Over life’s rough ocean driv’n, 

May they rejoice, no wand’rer lost, 
A family in heav’n. 








FOR THE MAGAZINE, 

Dialogue between a Universalist and a Limitarian, 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 192, 

Uni. I am inclined, dear sir, to view this passage in 
Philippians in the seme light you do,as to its expressing 
the idea that St. Paul expected to be with Christ imme- 
diately after the dissolution of the natural body; and yet 
I am not satisfied that this view of the passage necessarily 
involves the opinion of an intermediate state, between 
natural death and the resurrection state, of which the 
apostle spake 1 Cor. xv. There is a passage in his 2d 
epistle to the church at Corinth, which seems to 
strengthen the idea of a sentient existence immediat: - 
ly after this mortal life is ended ; but this, I think, does 
not favour the idea of a state between this mortal and 
the immortal], any more than the passage in Philippians. 
See 2 Cor. v. ** For we know, if our earthly house of 
this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of 
God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the hea- 
vens. For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be 
clothed upon with our house which is from heaven.— 
For we that are in this tabernacle do groan, being bur- 
dened ; not for that we would be unclothed, but cloth- 
ed upon, that mortality might be swallowed up of life. 
—We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be ab- 
sent from the body, and to be present with the Lord.” 
Now as the passage in Philippians supposes that St. Paul 
expected to be with Christ immediately after his de- 
parture, so this evidently goes to prove the same thing ; 
but neither the one nor the other gives any intimation 
that Christ would, in this case, be in the immortal state, 
and Paul ina different one; but the idea that they 
would be together in that state in which mortality is 
swallowed up of life is most clearly set forth by a due 
comparison of these passages. | 
Lim. 1 must confess that on a careful examination 
of these scriptures, it not only appears that the idea of 
a state hereafter distinct from the immortal is not set 
forth, but it appears that the idea is fairly disproved. 
The apostle’s argument evidently embraces the belief, 
that if he were absent from the body he would be pre- 
sent with the Lord, clothed upon with that house which 
is eternal inthe heavens. But here it seems necessary 
to be cautious and not to extend our conolusions be- 
yond what the testimony intended to go. May it not, 


41 would ask, be a question whether the apostle’s argu- 


ment can with propriety be applied to those who die 
in unbelief, or whether it do not apply to believers only? 

Uni. In reply to this question it may be argued, that 
we are greatly exposed to err by making distinctions 
where the scriptures make none. And again it is per- 
tinent to remark, that what ever peace, joy and com- 
fort of love, true faith or belief may effect in the mind 
of the believer in this life, where we live and walk by 
faith, there is neither scripture nor reason to support 
the opinion that our belief has any power to give us 
a future existence. And we may add, moreover, that 
when the apostle is labouring this immensely weighty 
jsubject in 1 Cor. xv. he, so far from making any dis- 
tinction, evidently precludes it, where he suys; ** For 
as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made 
alive.”? And this he does most clearly and effectually 
in the 8th of Romans, where he argues, that the whole 








creation shall be delivered from the bondage oj corrup: 
tion, into the glorious liberty of the children of God, 
We shall do well further to notice, that as life and im. 
mortality were brought to light through the gospel, this 
life and immortality, thus brought to light, are what 
believers believe and hope in; and it would certainly 
involve an absurdity to argue that the very thing which 
is believed, is true in consequence of belief; for how 
could it be believed before it were true, and by being 
believed become a fact ? 

Lim. 1 will candidly confess that I have no answer, 
either from scripture or reason, by which I cando away 
the force of your reply. I may, perhaps, on reflection, 
be desirous of asking some more questions respecting the 
state of those who die impenitent, after death; but at 
present | would inquire whether you consider the pas- 
sages already noticed fully adequate to substantiate the 
belief that the immortal state commences immediately 
at the dissolution of the mortal body ? 

Uni. Were it not for the following circumstances, 
which are noticed in the scriptures, | see not why we 
should not have a right to say that those passages de- 
cide the question entirely ; but when we can find any 
argument growing out of the divine testimony, which 
seems to militate against what seems to be implied by 
other parts of the sacred word, we ought to be candid 
enough to allow both their natural implications, and if 
we are not able to reconcile them it is our wisdom to 
let the subject rest without a decision. What 1 would 
suggest as having, in my mind, no small weight to 
counterbalance those passages which have been noticed 
in favour of immediate sentient being after the dissolu- 
tion of the mortal body, are the following particulars. 
It seems that there was a space of time between the 
dissolution of the body of Jesus on the cross, and his 
resurrection ; and it does not appear, by any evidence 
which the scriptures furnish, that he was in the immor- 
tal state before he rose from the dead. In what is re- 
corded of Peter’s sermon on the day of Pentecost, we 
have his declaration concercing the prophet David, as 
follows; ** For David is not ascended into the heavens.”’ 
In the relation which St. Paul gave to king Agrippa, as 
recorded in the 26th of Acts, he said, that he testified 
what the prophets and Moses said should come; * that 
Christ should suffer, and that he should be the first that 
should rise from the dead, and should show light unte 
the people, and to the gentiles.”’ If there was a space 
of time between the death of Christ and his resurrec- 
tion, if at the day of Pentecost the prophet David had 
not ascended into the heavens, if Christ was the first 
who rose from the dead, then it seems that there is a 
space of time between the death of the body and the 
immortal state of which St. Paul treats in 1 Cor. xv. 
But two things | wish to notice in this place. 1 would 
by no means indulge a disposition to discredit the di- 
vine testimony where I do not see a perfect harmony, 
but on the other hand wait with patience, entertaining 
a hope that this subject may be seen more clearly than 
[ now view it. I am happy at the same time in a full 
conviction that no views which we can have of this 
subject, while we live in the flesh, can in the least alter 
or in away effect the future state, to which our argu- 
ments allude. If you, my dear friend, can offer amy 
thing on this subject, whereby further light may be 
made to shine, you will confer a great favour, which 
shall be duly acknowledged. 


TO BE CONTINUED. 
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A volume of Sermons, delivered in Philadel- 
phia, on the Doctrine of Universal Benevolence. By 
Rev. Abner Kneeland, pastor of the First Universalist 
Church inthat place. —Drice 62 1-2 cents. 
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